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Objective: To analyze the detection of malignant lesions of breast cancer, through the following indicators: clinical breast 
examination and mammography, in women in the state of Goiás from 2010 to 2013. Methodology: This is a descriptive 
study using data from the Breast Cancer Information System (SISMAMA). Results: It was observed that in the period of 
2010 the detection of malignant lesions by clinical examination overlapped the imaging method (mammography) in 17.88%. 
In 2011, this difference increased to 24.23%. Following the same trend, this difference increased to 53.53% and 59.83%, in 
the years of 2012 and 2013, respectively. Conclusion: The results demonstrate that the detection of malignant lesions by 
clinical examination in the breast overlaps mammography, evidencing a failure in the early diagnosis of breast cancer in 
Goiás. Some limitations in adherence to mammography screening are misinformation about the examination by the tar-
get public, the lack of training of health teams and the lack of machines in Brazil associated with a poor distribution of 
machinery. Since mammography is the only method capable of reducing breast cancer mortality in an absolute way, it is 
fundamental to implement strategies to cope with the low adherence to this imaging examination.
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